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plored having given so little attention to foreign affairs and
being so dependent upon other people's judgment, and that
he felt the necessity of " studying up " on the subject as much
his opportunities permitted him. I did not know then that only
a short time before he had found himself obliged very seriously
to modify one of Mr. Seward's despatches to Mr. Charles
Francis Adams, our Minister in England, in order to avoid
complications that might have become very grave. Neither did
Mr. Lincoln drop any hint of this to me, but he said that he
wanted me, when in Europe, to watch public sentiment there
as closely as possible, and he added: "Remember now when
you are abroad, that, whenever anything occurs to you that
you want to tell me personally, or that you think I ought to
know, you shall write me directly." I did not anticipate then
how soon I would have to do this.

Before parting I told Mr. Lincoln that I had a German
brother-in-law with me in Washington, Mr. Henry Meyer, a
young merchant from Hamburg, and an ardent friend of this
country, who would be proud to pay his respects to the Presi-
dent. Could I bring him for a moment? " Certainly," said Mr.
Lincoln, " bring him to.-morrow about lunch time and lunch
with me. I guess Mary (Mrs. Lincoln) will have something
for us to eat." Accordingly the next day I brought my brother-
in-law, who was greatly astonished at this unexpected invita-
tion to lunch with the President, and much troubled about the
etiquette to be observed. I found it difficult to quiet him with
the assurance that in this case there was no etiquette at all. But
he was still more astonished when Mr. Lincoln, instead of wait-
ing for a ceremonious bow, shook him by the hand like an old
acquaintance and said in his hearty way that he was glad to
see the brother-in-law of " this young man here," and that he
hoped the Americans treated him well. Mrs. Lincoln, " Mary," recently arrived. He gave me to understand that he de-
